SOCIAL AND PHYSICAL PLANNING                   43
what greater and should be executed with more speed. They
should be made dependent on exigencies which are essential to
national planning if the redistribution of population and industry
shall produce a better and more even pattern of settlement.
A more decentralised structure of settlement, on the one hand,
and the repopulation of relatively empty areas, on the other hand,
is not possible within the framework of the present transport
system. The utmost that could be done is some decentralisation
within the boundaries of the existing massing of the population,
i.e. within an area stretching from the South-East around London
to the North-West roughly north of Manchester region and shaped
like a " coffin ". Professor E. G. R. Taylor, the inventor of this
" coffin " has stressed the necessity for an extension of the trans-
port system to the " outlying " parts in the east and the west.
A similar extension should be added in the region north of the line
Glasgow-Edinburgh. This is an example of what should be done
if the structure of settlement is to be altered beyond some minor
reforms which would lead, in the long run, only to new drawbacks.
Looking at the problem from this broader aspect, what then are the
principles which must govern the readjustment of the transport
system ? In general, we must reduce the distance between home
and workplace, shopping centres and recreational facilities, and
we must increase the capacity and the speed of this near-traffic to
the highest degree possible ; we must improve the long-distance
traffic by the extension of its net, by increasing its speed and
flexibility, and by a general rationalisation. Furthermore we must
co-ordinate all types of transport in order to bring about the
highest efficiency, the cheapest fares, and the greatest mobility of
the population in the interest of social intercourse and exchange of
ideas and material goods.
If the National Plan aims at a redistribution of industry in
accordance with the re-location of consumption by promoting
smaller industrial units and a sound diversification of industries in
every region and in every urban and rural community, the
consequence will be a reduction of freight traffic. Is this a likely
assumption ? We can observe all over the world a distinct
tendency towards a re-location of industries ia order to save
freight costs, and to build new factories in better location out of
these savings. This special side of re-location is more obvious in
heavy industries, whereas lighter industries tend, in general, to
disperse and follow the centres of consumption. Further, it can
be observed that the waste of raateriak is decreasing through a
more intelligent use of these waste materials and by improvements
IB the manufacturing prdcess resulting in a longer use of the pro-
ducts. Advanced technology in general leads also to a more
rational husbandry of materiak aad goods. Another factor might